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PIIBILIC n:ccnns AND PUBLIC MEE'I'INGS

This report was prepared by Margie Kelly, an M.A. can-
didate at the University of Missouri School of Journalisin.

*When I use a word,” Humpty Dufhpty said, ina
rather scornful tone, “it means just what I choose-it
tomean — neither more norless.”

*“The question is,” said Alice, “whether you can
make words mean so many different things.”

“The question is,” said Humpty Dumpty, ‘‘which
is fo be master — that is all.”
— Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking Glass

In the world of law, as in the world of the looking glass,
words mean exactly what lawmakers choose them to mean,
neither more nor less. Thus what may seem to be very simple
words, such as ‘“‘meeting” and “‘record,” ure often not
simple at all. Is a party a meeting? What about a conference
call?

How state legislators answer these questions determines
how their states define public meetings and public records.
And as the variety of definitions shown on the followmg pages
demonstrate, there is a wide range of opinion. The dif-
ferences, of course, go beyond mere semantics, for
definitions forma the backbone of access laws.

What is a public meeting? What is a-public record? And '

who are_the public bodies conducting those meetings and
possessing those records? These are often the central

questions of access. And the answers one receives depend on
.where one asks the questions. Concerning this arbitrary

nature of acces,Harold Cross wrote in The People’s Right to
Know:

The right to inspect a record, as [a] matter of
- freedom of information, should not depend on the
accident of a statite pertaining to it or upen the
intent with which the record was made. The right
should deperid on the status of the document as a
record of exercxse of official functions. \

It is a useful rule of thumb Cross offers, to determine ac-
cess by whether a record,or meeting concerns the “exercise
of offie”l functions.” In practice, however, access depends
more on “the accident of a statute,” for a record open in one
state can be closed in another.

-

On the topic of defining public bodies, universities offer a
good example of the problems involvec. Some states
specifically include universities in their def'nitions; others
‘exclude them.-And many leave the matter up iv the courts,
where a differance of opinion also exists. In North Carolina,
for example, the Supreme Court ruled (U.S. Law Week, 1-10-
78) that the faculty of a state-run law school is not a govern-
mental body and need not comply with the open meeting law.
At the University of Montana, on the other hand, lawyers said
the Academic. Review_and Planmng Committee is abnost
certainly a public body, and thus should open its records and
meetings to the public.

In a similar but more ambiguous area, a Kentucky judge
ruled (Louisviile Courier-Jeurnal, 6-10-78) that a private,
corporation that manages the University »f ILouisville’s .
grants and endowments is not a public agency, despite the
fact that al"of the university’s trustees are members of that
enrroration.

In defining what a public meeting is, the states confront
another set of problems. For example, can a luncheon be
considered a meeting? Some people in Indiana seem to taink
so, for it was at lunch that county commissioners and -a
county hospital board met to discuss a transfer of property.
And-it was also at lunch that a county commissioner and
judges made decisions on a new juvenile detention center.

To accommodate situations like these, many states now
include social gathering clauses in their definitions of public
meetings. Typi~ally, the clauses state that social gatherings
do not constitute 1neptings as long as they are not used to
circumvent the im>nt of the law.

Going one step fuuther, some states include provisiom for
both “‘corporeal and-electronic” meetings, for in a ez 7 une
case meetings-by-telephcne have posed problems. In “erth
Dakota, the attorney generzl ruled (NDNA Service Bulleim,
9-16-78) that telephone conversations are not legal meetings
of a board and make open meeting laws impossible to comply
with. As a state representative said, ‘“How ¢an the public or
the press attend a conference call?”

On the quwtmn of what records are to be public, problems
often arise because of public interest clauses. In South
Carolina, asin other states, the public recordslaw states that
records can be withheld if it is shown that the public interest
is best served by nondisclosure. Cheraw Mayor Charles R.
Jackson used (South Carolina Newspaper, 6-78) this clause to.
deny access to the salaries of city employees. His reason?

< Summary:

access laws

In Fol cases, the right of access often comes down to basic questions:
What is a pubhc record? What is a public meeting? This report offers an
up-to-date look at how the different, states define these terms in their
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“We do not want their salaries bandied up and down the
streets and have private industry, which can pay higher
wages, come in and pick us clean of good employees."”

Clearly, defining open meetings and open records is not a
simple matter. And because of the difficulties, it is an area
that changes rapidly, with new amendments and new laws
being passed every year. The definitions that are shown here
are the most up-to-date available, drawn from current state
. access laws. The years shown in parentheses indicate the last
time the law was acted on by the state legislature, and may
refer to either the date of original passage or the date of the
most recent amendment. To aid the reader, the author’s
comments are shown in” boldface type to-distinguish them
from the actual téxt of the laws.

ALABAMA

Public Records (1945)

- Public record provisions of Alabama law use the term
“public writing,” but no definition is offered. The law states
simply:

“Every citizen has a right to inspect and take a copy of any
public writing of thxs state, except as otherwise expressly
provided by statuf 4

Public Meetmgs (1946)

Offering no formal definition of “meeting,”” Alabama law
provides only that executive or secret sessions of certain
boards are forbidden:

““No executive or secret session shall be held by any of the
following named boards, commissions or courts of Alabama,
namely: The Alabama public service commission, school

~ommissions of Alabama, board of adjustment, state or
cuunty tax commissions, any court of county commissioners

or ‘-board of revenue, any city commission or municipal -

council, or any other body,-board or commission in the state
charged with the duty of disbursing any funds belonging to
the state, county or municipality, or body or commis-
sion to which is delegated any legislative or judicial function;
except that exécutive or secret sessions may be held by any.

of the above named boards or commissions when the.

character or good name of a worfian or man is invelved.”
ALASKA )
. Public Records {968

“Unless specifically provided otherwise the books,
records, papers, files, accounts, writings, and transactipns of
all agencies and departments are public records. . * .”

Public Meetmgs “76)

“All m of a legislative body, of a board of regents,
or of ane%:gve body, board, commission, com-
mittee, sul ittee, authority, council, agency, or other
organization, including subordinate units of the above
groups, of the state or any of its politicel subdivisions, in-
cluding but not limited to municipalities, boroughs, schoo!l
boards, and all other boards, agencies, assergblies, councils,

Q

-

departments, divisions, burexas, cemmissions or
organizations, advisory or otherwise, of the state or local
government supported in whole or in part by public money or
authonzed to spend public money are open to the
public. .

AhIZONA K

Public Records (1975)

Arizona law uses the term “public record” without a
formal definition. It does provide, however, that:

“All officers and public bodies shall maintain all records
reasonably hecessary or appropriate to maintain an ac-
curate knowledge of théir official activities and of any of
their activities which are s::pported by funds from the state
or any political subdivison thereof.”

The terms ‘“‘officer” and “rublic body”’ are defined as
follows:

“ ‘Officer’ means any person elécted or appomted to hold
any elective or appointive office of any publie body and any
chief administrative officer, head, -director, supermtendent
or chairman of any public body.

‘ ‘Public body’ means the state, any county, city, town,
school district, political subdivision or tax-supported district

‘in the state, any branch, department, bcard, bureau, com-

mission, council or committee of the faregoing, and any
public organization or age¥y, supported in whole or in part
by funds from the state or as+ political subdivision thereof,
or expending funds provided by the state or any political
subdivision thereof.” A .

Public Meetings (1978)

« ‘Meeting’ means the gathering of a quorum of members
of a public body to propose or take legal action, including any
defiberations with respect to such action. -

‘“Public body’ means the governing bodies and all boards
and commissions which are supported in whole or in part by

tax revenues or which expend revenues, of the state, its
political subdivisions, incorporateti cities and towns, and any
standing, special or advisory ittee or subcommittee of,

or appointed 3y, such governing body, board or comrmission.
‘Public body™ also in~ludes any quasi-judicial body of the
state, its political subdivisions or incorporated cities and
towns.

* ‘Quasi-judicial body’ means a public body, other than a
court of law, possessing the power to hold hearings on
disputed matters between a private person and a public-
agency and to make decisions in the general manner of a
court regarding such disputed claims.”

ARKANSAS

Public Records (1977)

“ ‘Public records’ are writings, recorded sounds, films,
tapes, or data compilations in any form

**(a) required by law to be kept, or

**(b) otherwise kept and which constitute a record of the
nerformance or lack of performance of official functions
which are or should be carried out by a public official or
employee, a governmental agency, or, any other agency
wholly or partially supported by public funds or expending

" public funds.

“All records maintained in public offices or by public
employees within the scope of their employment shall be



presumed to be public records. Provided, that compilations, .

lists, or other aggregations of ‘personal information,’
determined to be confidential by the State Information
Practices Board. . . shall not be considered to be ‘Public
Records’ within the terms of this Act and shall not be sup-
plied to private individuals or organizations.”

Public Meetings (1977)

‘ ‘Public meetings* are the meetings of any bureau,
commission or agency of the State, or any political sub-
division of the State, including municipalities and counties,
boarls of education, and all other boards, bureaus, com-
missions or organizations in the State of Arkansas, except
grand juries, supported wholly or in part by public funds, or
expending public funds."”

CALIFORNIA
Public Records (1975)

** ‘Public records’ includes any writing containing in-

formation relating to the conduct of the public’s business

prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local
agency regardless of physical form or characteristics.

‘ ‘Writing’ means handwriting, typewriting, prinfing,
photostating, photographing, and every other means of
recording upon any form of communication or represen-
tation, including letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols,
or combination thereof, and all papers, maps, magnetic or
paper tapes, photographic films and prints, magnetic or
punched cards, discs, drurns, and other documnents. .

‘ ‘State agency’ means every state office, offlcer
depXtment, division, bureau, board, and commission or
other state agency, except those agencies provided-for in
Articie IV (Except Section 20 thereof) or Article' VI of the
California Constitution.

‘ ‘Local agency’ includes a county; city, whether general
law or chartered; city and county; school district; municipal
corporation; district: political subdivision; or any boeard,
comm.sxon or ag:ncy thereof; or other local public

agency.” - .
Public Meetings (1975)

There are several parts of California law that deal with
open meetings. Most comprehensive are the Ralph M. Brown
Act, covering local meetings, and the State Agency Act,
covering state-level meetings.

The Ralph M. Brown Act (1975) provid&s that “All

meeiings of the-legislative body of a local agency shall be

open. . ..” The act does not define “meeting,” but other
deﬂnitions are as follows:

* ‘{L]ecal agency’ means a county, city, whether general
law or charte
municipal tion, district, political subdivision, or any
board, umm or agency thereof, or other-local public
agency.

“[T]o:beextent not inconsistent with federal law, the term
‘local agency’ shall include all private nonprofit
organizations that receive public money to be expended for
public purposes pursuant to the ‘Economic Opportunity Act
of 1964."

“ ‘Local agency’ includes any nonprofit corporation,
created by one or more public agencies, whose board of
_ directors is appointed by such public agencies and which is

formed to acquire, construct, reconstruct, maintain or
operate any public work project. -~

Q

city and county, town, school district,

COLORADO
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**As used im this chapter, ‘legislative body’ means the
governing board, commission, directors or body of a local
agency, or any board or commission thereof, and shall in-
clude any board, commission, committee, or other body on
which officers of a local agency serve in their official
capacity as members and which is supported in w hole or in
part by funds provided by such agency, whether such board,
commission, committee or other body is organized and
operated by such local agency or by a private cornoration.

*‘As used in this chapter ‘legislative body’ also includes any
advisory commission, advisory committee or advisory body
of a local agency, created by charter, ordinance, resolution,
or by any similar formal action of a governing body or
member of such governing body of a local agency.

*‘Meetings of such advisory commissions, committees or
bodies  concerning subjects which do not require an
examination of facts and data outside the territory of the
local agency shall be held within the {erritory of the local.
agency and shall be open

¢ ‘Legislative body as defmed in tﬁs section does not
include a committee composed solely of members of the
governing body of a local( agency which are less than a
qudrum of such governing body. - . .

“‘As in this chapter ‘leglslatlve body’ also includes,
but is not limited to, planning commissions, library boards,
recreation commissions, and other permanent boards or
commissions of a local agency.”

California’s State Agency Act- (1975) provides that “All
meetings of a state agency shall be open....” The
definitions offered are as follows:

‘‘As used in this article ‘state agency’ means every state
board, or commission, or similar multimember body of the
state which is requiréd by law to conduct official meetings,
but does not include state agencies provided for in Article VI
of the California Constitution nor districts or other local
agencies whose meetings are required to be open to the
public pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 9. . . of Part 1 of
Division 2 of Title 5 of this code.

*‘Under the provisions of this article, the official student
body organization at any campus of the California State
University and Colleges, or of the California Community
Colleges, snallbetreatedmthesame mannerasastate
agency. .

“The prorv:sxons of this article shal] apply to every state
agency unless the agency is specifically excepted by

Other provisions for open meetings are found in
nia’s Education Code, which provides for open meetings of
the Regents of the University of California, and of the
governing boartl of any school district. In addition, the state
Govermnent Code provides that:

“‘All meetings of the Assembly and Senate and the com-
mittees and subcommlttes thereof, and any conference
cummittee, shall be open.’ .

Public Records (1969) ' )

“The term ‘public records’ means and includes all wrmngs
made, maintained or kept by the state or any agency, in-
stitution, or political subdivision thereof for use in the
exercise of functions required or authorized by law or ad-
ministrative rule or involving the receipt or expenditurs of

-

-
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- PUBLIC RECORDS AND PUBLIC MEE“NGS or reteived by a puolic body relating to public business. . . .

. ** *Meeting’ means the formal or informal gathering of a
. quorum of the members of any public body for the purpose of -
pubhc funds. ' ) discussing or taking.action on public business. .

**The term swritings' means and includes all books, papers ** ‘Public body’ means any regulatory, admnmstrahve, .

maps, photographs, cards, tapes, recordings, or other advisory, executive or legislative body of the State or any
documentary materials, regardless of physical .form or political subdivision of the State includ‘ng, but not limited to,

charactenstxcs any board,  bureau, commission, department, agency,
**The term *political subdivision’ meaﬁﬁ'd includes every committee, counsel, legislative committee, association.'r?/
county, city amd county, city, town, school district, and any other entity established by an act of the Gene
istrict within the state.” Assembly of the State of Delaware, which (1) is supported in
A ‘ whole or in part by publi¢ funds; or (2) expends or disburses
lic Meetings (1977) public funds: or (3) is specifically charged by any other

public body to advise or make recommendations. . . .

- <All meetings of two d more members of any board, o . o h y . R

committee, cfrfmssxon or other pglicy-making yor rule- - - 'Public body,” ‘Public record’ and ‘Meeting' shall npt

making body of any state agency or authonty or of the ¢ include activities of the‘Farmers Bank of the State of
Delaware or the University of Delaware, except that

legislature at which any public business is discussed or at 4 . ! . S
which any formal action 1s taken by such board, committee, | f:grggvm;eego‘;mznz“::ggggﬁg"& ae xgl;ggft:ro:yc;f
co ion, or dther pélicy-making or rule-making body are public funds shall be ‘public records,” and each mnetmg of

declared to be public mretings open to the public at all umes
except as may belothc. ~ise provided in the constitution.” t.he full Board of Trustees shall bé a meeting.” Y
CONNECHICUT - DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
. .
Publi¢’Records and Meetings (1975) Public Records (1976)

** ‘Medting’ means any heanng or other proceeding-of a - “[T]he term ‘public record’ includes all books, papers,
public agency and any convening or assembly of a quorum of maps, photographs, “dards, tapes, recordings, or other
a multi-pember public agency, whether in person or by gocumentary materials regardless of physical form or
means of \electrorfic equipment, to discuss or act*upon a characteristics prepared, owned, used, in the POSSGSSIO'I of,
matter over which the public agency nas supervision, con- or retained by the Mayor and agencies. .
trol, jurisdiction or advisory power, but shall not include any *‘the term ‘agéncy’ includes both subordmate agency and

chance meeting, or a social meeting neither slanned nor independent agency;
intended for the purpose of discussing matters relating to ‘‘the termn ‘subordinate agency’ means any officer, em-
official business. ‘Meeting’ shai] not include strategy or ployee, office, department, division, board, commission, or
negotiations with respect to tive bargaining nor a ‘other agency of the government of the District, other than an
caucus ‘of members of a single political party not- = independent agency or the Mayor or the Council, required by
withstanding that such members also constitute a quorum of law or by the Mayor or the Council to administer any law or
a public agency. ‘Caucus’ means a convening or assembly of any rule adopted under the authority of a law;
the enrolled members of a single political party wh.o are **the term ‘independent agency’ means any agency of the
members of a public agency within t.he state or a political government of the District with respect to which the Mayor
subdivision. . and the Council are not authorized by lw, other than this
+ ~Public records or files’ means any recorded data. or subchapter, to establish administrative procedures, but does
information relating to the conduct of the public’s business not include the several courts of the District and t.he District

prepared, owned, used, received or retained by a public of Columbia Tax Court. .

agency, whether such data or information be handwritten,- . .
typed, tape-recorded, printed, photostated, photographed or Pubhc Meetings (1973)

recorded by any other method. . . . & . Offering no definitions, the proyisions for public meetings

“[A]JUl records maintained or kept on file by any public state simgly: » F1€ PrOVISIONS lof pu g
agency, whether or not such records are required by any law “All meetings (including hearings) of any department,
or by any rule or regulation, shall be public records. . agency, board, or commission of the District government,

* ‘Public agency’ or ‘agency’ méans any executive, ad- including meetings of the District Council, at which official

ministrative or legislative office of the state or any political : ind is taken shall on to th ic.”
.Subdivision of the state and any state or town agency, any action of any kind is taken shall be open tothe public-

department, institution, bureau, board, commissiop. or of-
ficial of the state or of any city, town, borough, municipal FLORIDA
corporation, school district, regional distict or other district
or othen political subdivision of. the state, and also includes . .
any judicial office, official or body of the court 8f common Public Records (1973)

-

pleas, probate court and juvenile court but pnly i respect to “ ‘Public records’ shall: mean all documents, papers,
its or their admuustratxve ‘functions.”, P-T lQ’\-—A’ letters, imaps, books, tapes, photographs, iilms, sound -
\ recordings ‘or other material, regardless of pRhysical form or
DELAWARE , characteristics, made or received pursuant to law or or-
dinance or in connection with the transaction of official

. . . business by any agency. .
Public Records and Meetings (1976) . ‘‘‘Agency’ shall mean any state, county o | municipal

ERRIC o 5
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officer, department, duvision, board, bureau, comrmission or
other separate unito\fuovernmcnt created or established by
law.¥

Public Meetings (1978)

**All meetings of any board or commission of any state
agency or authority or of any agency or authority of any
county. municipal corporation or any political subdivision,
except as otherwise provided in the Constitution, at which
official acts are to be taken are declared to be public
meetings. . . ."

e

GEORGIA
Public Records (1975)

“All State; county and municipal records, except those,

which by order of a court of this State or by law, are
prohibited from being open to inspection by the general
public. shall be open for a personal inspection of any citizen

of Georgia at a reasonable time and place, and those in

charge of such records shall not refuse this privilege to any
citizen.”

Public Meetings (1972)

“All meetings-of any State department, agency, board,
bureau, commission or political subdivision and the
governing authority or any department, agency, board,
bureau, commission or political subdivision of any county,
municipal corporation, board of education or other political
subdivision, and any State or local housing authority at which
official actions are to be taken are hereby declared to be
public meetings and shall be open to the public at all times.”’

HAWAII S -

Pul:li\c‘ Records (1975)

* *{PJublic recor< ' means any written or printed report,
book or paper, map or plan of the State or of a county and
their respective subdivisions and boards, which is the
property thereof, and in or on which an entry has been made
or is required to be made by law, or which any public officer
or employee has received or is required to receive for filing,
but shall not include records which invade the right of
privacy of anindividual.” -

Public Meetings (1975)

** ‘Meeting’ means the convening of a board for which a
quorum is required in order to make a decision’ or to
deliberate toward a decision upon a matter over which the
board has supervision, control. jurisdiction, or advisory
power. .

Board ‘means any agency. board, commission,
authority, or committee of the State or its political sub-
divisions, either legislative or executive, permanent or
temporary.™

Hawaii's open meeting requirements exclude chance
meetings, as long as such meetings are not used to cir-
cumvent the spirit of the law. A “chance meeting™ is defined
as: v )

**[A] social or informal assemblage of two or more mem-
bers at which matters relating to official business are not

EKC
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IDAHO
Public Records (1974) . \

**The term ‘public records’ &s used jn the act, means a
written or printed book, or paper or document or map, or
drawing which is the property of the state, not including any
county, city, town, school corporation, or political subdivi-
sion thereof, and in or on which any en*ry has been made by
law, or which any officer or employ- of the state has re-
ceived or is required to receive for fili..g.”

Public Meetings (1974)

“  «‘Meeting’ means the convening of a governing body of a

public agency to make a decision or to deliberate toward a
decxsnon on any matter.

.[R]egular meeting’ means the convening of a governing -
body of a public agency on the date fixed by law or rule, to
conduct the business of the agency.

* *[S)pecial meeting’ is a convening of the governing body
of a public agency pursuant to a-special call for the conduct of
business as specified inthe call.

 ‘Decision’ means any determination, action, vote or final
disposition upon a motion, proposal, resolution, vrder, ordi-
nance or measure on which a vote of a gcverning body is re-
quired, at any meetmg at which a quorum is present. . . .

‘* ‘Public agency’ means:

“‘(a) any state board, coramission, department, authority,
“educational institution or other state agency which is created
by or pursuant to statute, other than courts and their agen-
cies and divisions, and the judicial council, and the dxstnct
magistrates commission;

*‘(b) any regional board, commission, department or au-

thority created by or pursuant to statute;

“(c) any county, city, school district, special district, or
other municipal .corporation or political subdivision of the
state of Idaho;

““(d) any subagency of a public agency which is created by
or pursuant to statute, ordinance, or other legislative act.

“ ‘Governing body’ means the members of any public
agency which consists of two (2) or more members, with the
authority to make decisions for or recommendatxons to a
public agency regarding any matter.”

ILLINOIS
Public Records (1975)

‘* ‘Public records’ means all records, reports, forms, writ-
ings, letters, memoranda, books, paners, maps, photo-
graphs, microfilms, cards, tapes, recordings, electronic data
processing records, and recorded information and all other
documentary materials, regardless of physical fu.m or char-
acteristics, having been or being:prepared, used, received, in
the possession of, or under the control of any public body. ..

* ‘Public body* means every State office, agency, depart-
ment, division, bureau, board ahd body; every legislative

‘board, commission, committee, and every officer thereof;

every county and city governing body or council; every
schou: district, special district, municipal corporation, unit
of local government, and every office, agency, council, de-
partment, division, bureau, board, body, commission and
committee thereof: and any other body or person established-

€& -
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or created by, or which is primarily funded by, this State or
any unit of local govérnment or school district of this State
and any officer or employee of any of the above. For the pur-
poses of the Act, ‘public body’ does not include the courts.”

Public Meetings (1977)

*All meetings of any legislative, executive, administrative
or advisory bodies of the State, counties, townships, cities,
villages, incorporated towns, school districts and all other
municipal corporations, boards, bureaus, commjttees or

commissions.of this State, anc any subsidiary bodies of any

of the foregoing including but not limited to committees and
subcommittees which are supported in whole or in part by
tax revenue. or which expend tax revenue, shall be public
meetings. ..."

INDIANA
Public Records (1971)

*“The term ‘public records’ shall mean any writing in any
form necessary, under or required, or diracted to be made
by any Statute or by any rule or regulation of any administra-
* tive body or agency of the state or any of its political sub-divi-
sions.”

Public Meetings (1977)

** ‘Meeting’ means a gathering of a majority of the govern-
ing body pf a public agency for the purpose of taking official
action ué:c[;ublic business. It does not include: (i) any so-
dalorc gathering not intended to avoid the provisions
of this chapter; (ii) any on-site inspection of any project or
program, (iii) traveling to and attending meetings of organ-
* izations devoted to botterment of government or (iv) a cau-
cus. .
* ‘Public agency’ means:

*(1) any board, commission, department, agency or au- -

thority, by whatever name designated, exercising a portion
of the executive, administrative, or legislative power of the
state; .

‘/(2) any county, township, school corporation, city, town,
political subdivision, or other entity, by whatever name des-
ignated, exercising in a limited geographical area the execu-
tive, administrative, or legislative power of the state or a
delegated local governmenta) power; '

**(3) any eatity which i« subject to either: (i) budget review
by either the state board of tax commissioners or the govern-
ing body of a county, city, town, township, or school corpora-
tion; or (ii) audit by the state ocard of accounts;

*'(4) any aot-for-profit cor,uration which is created by one
(1) or more public agencies, whose governing body is ap-
pointed by such public agencies, and which-is formed to ac-
quire, ccnstruct, maintain or operate any grounds, build-
ings, structures, or facilities; or

*/(5) any advisory commission, committee, or body cre-
ated by statute, ordinance, or executive order to advise the
governing body of a public §gency, except medical staffs or
their committees of any su .

** ‘Governing body” means the board, commission, co'meil,
or other body of a pubuc agency which takes official action
upon public business and includes any committee appainted
by the governing body to which authority to take official ac-

Q

tion upon public business has been delegated. . . .

* ‘Caucus’ means a gatheking of members of a political
organization or coalition which is held for purposes of plan-
ning political strategy and holding discussions designed to
prepare the members for taking official action.” .

Public Records (1975)

‘‘Wherever used in this Act, ‘public records’ includes all
records and documents of or belonging to this state or any
county, city, town, township, school corporation, political

" subdivision, or tax-supported district in this state, or any

branch, department, board, bureau, commission, council, or
committee of any of the foregoing.”’
ukiic Meetings (1978)

* ‘Meeting’ means a gathering in person or by electronic
means, formal or informal, of 2 majority of the members of

-

.a governmental body where there is deliberation or action

upon any matter within the scope of the governmentul body’s
policy-m-king duties. Meetings shall not include a gathering
of members of a governmental body for purely ministerial or
social purposes when there is no discussion of policy or no in-
tent to avoi of this Act.

** ‘Governmenta] body’ means: -

*‘a. A board, courlsjl, commission or other governing body’
expressly created by the statutes of this state or by executive
order. )

“b. A board, council, commissin, or other governing body
of a political subdivisi~n or tax-supported district in this
state. :

*c. A multimembered body formally and directly created
by one or more boards, councils, commissions, orother gou-
erning bodies subject to paragraphs ‘a’ and ‘b’ of this subsec-
tion. '

*‘d. Those muitimembered bodies to which the state board
of regents or a president of a university has delegated the re-

. sponsibility for the management and control of the intercol-

legiate athletic programs at the state universities.”
KANSAS

Public Recor-s (1957)

* ‘Records’ mean originals or copies of written or printed
books, documents, correspondence. zxpers, maps, drawings,
charts, indexes, plans, memoranda, sound recordings, mo-
tion picture or other photographic records which are the
property of any department, officer, board, commission or
agency of the state. . . .

*All official public records of the state, counties, munici-
palities, townships, schaol districts, commissions, agencies,
and legislative bodies, -*:ch records by law are required to
be kept and ina‘ntained, except those of the juvenile court
which shall be open unless specifically closed by the judge or
by law, adoption records, recurds of the birth of illegitimate
children, and records specifically closed by law or by direc-
tive authorized by law, shall at all times be open. . . .”

Public Meetings (1977)
“Except as otherwise provided by state or federal law or

by rules of the house or senate, and except with respect to
any impeachment inquiry or other impeachment matter re-

. e P
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ferred to any committee of the fumse of representatives prior
to the report of such commi full house of represent-
atives, all meetings for the con of the affairs-of, and the
transaction-of business by, all legislative and administrative
bodies and agencies of the state and poljtical and taxing sub-
divisions thereof, including boards, issions, author-
ities, councils, "committees, subcommittees and other sub-
ordinate groups thereof, receiving or expending and support-
ed in whole or in part by public funds shall be open to the pub-
lic and no binding action by such bodies shall be b,

ballot, but any administrative body that is authorized law
to exercise quasi-judicial functions shall not be required to
have open meetings whe  body is dehberatmg matters

relatmg to a decision inyolving such quasi-judicial func- .

tions.”

KENTUCKY

Pﬁblic Records (1976)

* ‘Public records’ means all books,
graphs, cards, tapes, discs, recordings or other documentary
materials regardless of physical form or characteristics,
which are prepared, owned, used, in the possession of or re-
tained by a public agency. ‘Public record’ shail not include
any records owned by a private person or corporation that
are not related to functions, activities, progranis or opera-
tions funded bv state or local authority. ,
‘* ‘Public agency’ means every state or local omcer, state
- department, division, bureau, board, commission and au-
thority; every legls]atxve board, commission, committee and
officer; every county and city governing body, councii,
sciionl district board, special district board, municipal cor-
poration, court or judicial agency, and any board, depart-
ment, commission, committee, subcommittee, ad h ¢ com-
mittec, council or agency thereof ; and any other body which
is created by state or local authority in any branch of govera-
ment or which derives at least twenty-five percent /5% of
its funds from state or local authority.”

Public Meetings (1974)

** ‘Meeting’ means al gatherings of every kind, regardless
of where the meeting is held, and whether regular or special
and information or casual gatherings held in anticipation of
or in coajunction wltharegularorspecxal meeting;

‘ ‘Public agency’ means any state legislative, executive,
administrative or advisory board, commission, committee,
policy making board of an institution of education or other
state agency which is created by or pi'-suant to statute or ex-

ecutive order, (othef than judicial or quasi-judicial bodes); .

any county, city, school district, special purpose d. trict
boards, public commissions, councils, offices or other murn. .~
ipal corporation or political subdivision of the state; any
committee, ad hoc committee, subcommittee, subagency or
advizory body of a public agency whxchxscreatedbyorpur-
suan! to statute, executive order, local ordinance or resolu-
ar. or other legislative act, including but not limited to plan-
nmgcanm:ssxas,hbraryorpar\:boardsandmerboaras
cummissions and agencies;

 ‘Action taken’ means a collective decision, a cuim™ .Jt~

ment or promise to make a positive or negative decision, or
an actual vote by a majority-of the members of the govern-

mental body.”

pers, maps, phote-

<
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Public Records (1972)

**All records, writingds, account.;, letters and latter books,
niaps, drawings, memoranda, and papers, and all copies or
duplicates thereof, and all photographs or other similar re-
production of the same, having been used, being in use, or
prepared for use in the conduct, transaction or performance
of any business, transaction, work, duty or function which
was conducted, transacted or performed by or under the
authority of the Constitution or the laws of this state, or the
ocrdinances or mandates or orders of any municipal or parish
government or officer, or any board or commission or office
established or set up by the Constitution or the laws of this
state, or congerning or relating to the receipt or payment of
any money received or paid by or under the authority of the.
Constitution or the laws of this state are public records. . .. !
. '“This Chapter shall not apply to any of the books, records,
writings, accounts, letters, letter books, photographs or
~opies thereof, ordinarily kept in the custody or control of the
governor in the usual course of the duties and business of his
office.”

Public Meetings (1976)

" ** ‘Meetings’ mean the official convening of town and city
councils, police juries and other governing bodies; school
boards and boards of levee and port comnmissioners; boards
of publicly operated utilities; and all state, parish, district or
municipal boards o~ auth: rities with policy making or ad-
ministrative functior.s which receive or expend tax funds,
Legislature specifically exempted, to discuss or act upon a’
matter over which the public body has supervision, control,
jurisdiction, or advisory power. Such meetings shall be open
to the public. ’ ‘

53

- MAINE

P-blic Records(1976)

*“Ti.e term ‘public records’ shall mean any written, printed -
or graphic matier or any mechanical or electronic data com-
pilation from which information can be obtaineg’, directly or
after translation into a form susceptlble of wsuai or aural
comprehension, that is in the possession or custody of an
agency or public official of this State or-any of its political
subdivisions and has been received or prepared for use in
connection with the transaction of public or governmental
business or conizins information relatmg to the transaction
of public or governirental business. .

Public Meetings (1976)"

“The term ‘public proceedings’ as used in t}.is subchapter
shall mean the transactions of any functions affecting any or
all citizens of the State by any of the following:

‘A. The Legislature of Maine and its committees and sub-
rommittees;

3. Anyboardorcommmonofanystateagemy or
auhority, the Board of Trustees of tle University of Maine
andtheBoardof'l‘rusteaoftheaneMxnhmeAcademy.
and

*C. Any board, commission, agency or authority of any
~ounty, municipality, school cistrict or any other pouhcal or
administrative subdivision.”

8
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MARYLAND )

Public Records (1978)

** *Public records’ when not otherwise specified shall in-
clude any paper, correspondence, form, book, photograph,
photostat, film, microfilm, sound recording, map, drawing,
or other ‘written document, regardless of physicai form or
characteristics, and including all copies thereof, that have
been made by any branch of the State government, including
the legislative, judicial, and executive branches, by any
branch of a political subdivision, and by any agency or in-
strumentality of the State or a political subdivision. or re-
ceived by them in connection with the transaction of public
business. The term ‘public records! alsd includes the salaries
of all employees of.the State, of a political subdiwvision, and

any agency or instrumentality thereof, both in the classified

and nonclassified service. . . .

** ‘Political subdivision’ rmeans and inclutdes every county,
city and county, city, incorporated and unincorporated towp,
school district, and special district within the State.”

Puablic Meetmgs (1976, 1977)

Open meetings in Maryland are governed by a state sta-
tute, as well as by a gubernatorial Executive Order, which
applies to the extent that it is stricter than the statute.

The definitions offered in the Executive Order (1976) are as
follows ’,

Meetmg means the.convening of a quorum of the con-
stituent membership of an executive public body at the in-
stance of the executive pablic body or a member of it for the
purpose of transactigg public business. It does not include
chance entounters or social gatherings of such members not
deszgned for the purpose of transacting public business.

* ‘Executive public body’ means an entity consisting ‘of
two or more persons that:

**(1) is created. by qr pursuant to statute enaéted by the
General Assembly, or by Executive Order of the Governor;
and
*(2) is part of the Executive Branch of the State Govern-
mernt. The term ‘executive public body’ does not include the
Gov ecutive Council (Cabinet) created by Article

&m-l of the Code, or an entity created solely to make
nomina or recomumendations of persons for appointment
by an exegutive public body or by an official of the Executive

t."” .

Jnder the state statute (1977), meetings of a pablic body
are required to be gppen when the body:

‘“is exercising legislative, quasi-legislative or advisory

* functions. This subtitle shall not apply to a public body when

exercising execttive, judicial or quasi-judicial funchons, the
Governor’s executive council or its counterpart in local gov-
ernment, or any committee of the council or its counterpart;
or the Board of Public Works, except when meeting at an offi-
cial and formal meeting.”

The definitions offered under the state statute ace as
follows

Meehngmnsthecmvenmgofaquonnnofﬂiem'
stituent membérship of a public body for the purpose of con- .-

sidering or transacting public business. It does not include’

- chance encounters, social gatherings; or other occasions*

whxcharenotdesxgnedormtendedforthepurposeofcxr-
cmnvenungtheprovxsnonsofthlssubtnﬂe

‘Public body’ means an entity consisting of two .- . ~ore

-

1

Mum is created by‘ihe State Constitution, by State sta-

, local charter or ordinance, or rule, resolution or bylaw,
or by executive order of the Governor or the chief executive

authority of a political subdivision of the udfuezl
** ‘Advisory function’ means the st uation, or the

making of recommendations on matters of public concern
pursuant ‘o an official delegation of responsibility in the fornt*
of a constitutional or charter provision, law, statute, resolu-
tion, ordinance, order, rule, regulation, or other_ formal
action by or on behalf of a public body which exercises legis-
lative, quasi-legislative, executive, judicial or quasi-judi-
cial functions, dr by the Governor or the chief executive of a
political subdivision of the State. '

* ‘Executi" ¢ function’ means the administration or appli-
cation by a public body of the laws of the State or a political
subdivision of the State, or of the rules, regulations, or by-
Iaws of & public boc'y. However, it does not include an action
“included within the definition of advisory, legislative, quasi-
legislative, judicial, or quasi-judicial function.

* ‘Judicial function’ means the power, including but not
limited to Article IV, S. 1 of the State Constitution, exercised
by the judicial hranch of the government. The term includes
the functions exercised by grand and petit juries, the Com-
mission on Judicial Disabilities, and the judicial nominating
commissions, but does not include the function exestised by
courts in making rules which is deemed a quas:-legtslatxve
function.

* ‘Legislative functior” means the approval, disapprov\,
enactment, amendmer.t or repeal or the process of approv-
ing, disapproving, enicting, ‘amending or repealing by any
public body of any law, statute, resolution, ordinance, or
other megsure to set public policy; the approval or disap- -
proval or the process of approving or disapproving by any
public bady of any appointment; the proposing or the process
of proposing by @ public body of any Constitution, constitu-
tional athendment, charter, or charter amendment; or the
ratification or process of ratifying by any public body of any
constitution or constitutional-amendment.

** ‘Quasi-judicial function’ means the determination of a

scontested case to which the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act or Chapter 1100, Subtitle b, of the Maryland
Rules are applicable. .-

' ‘Quasi-legislative function’ means

*‘(1) The adoption, amendment, disapproval or repeal of 2
rule, regulation, or bylaw having the force of law by a public
body, or the process of doing so;

*“(2) The approval, disapproval, oI amendment of a con-

.tract or a budget by a public body, o- the process of doing
s0.”

- »
e

MASSACHUSETTS

‘Publig Records (1973)

‘ *‘Public records’ shall mean all- books, papers, maps,
photographs, recorded tapes, financial statements, statistic-
al tabulations, or other documentary materials or data, re-
gardless of physical form or characteristics, made or re-
ceived by any officer or employee of any agency, executive-
office, department, board, commission, bureau, division or
'authonty of the commonwealith, or ¢ any political subdivi-
sion thereof, or of any authorjty escabhsbod.by the general
court to serve a public purpose. .

*“Nothing in this section shall af ect judicia! or legislative

records, lessen tfie existing power s of the executive office for

administration and finance, or compel any agency, executive
office, department, board. comumission, bureau, division or

9



authority of the commonwealth, or of any political subdivi-
sion thereof, or of any authority established by the General
Court to serve a public purpoSe to surrender récords it deems
of current use.”

 Public Meetings (1978)

Open meetings laws in Massachusetts contain separate
sections for meetings at state_.county and local levels. Under
all three sections, “meeting’’ is defined as:

“[Alny corporal copyening and deliberation of a govern-
mental body for which a quorum is required in order to make
a decision at which any public business or public policy
matter over which the governmental body has supervision,
control, jurisdiction or advisory power is discussed or consid-
ered; but shall not include any on-site inspectiofsdf any proj-
ect or program.'’ -

Also. all three sections contain a provision concerning
chance meetings: ‘

*This section sh:.ll not épply to any chance meeting or so-

cial meeting at which matters relating to official business
are discussed so long as no final agreement is reached. No
chance raeeting or social meeting shall be used int circumven-
tion of the spirit or requirements of this's&tion to discuds or
act upon a matter over which the governmental body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power."

In the sections governing meetings at the state level, “gov-
ernmental body' is defined as: -

[ A] state board, committee, special committee, subcom-
mittee or commission, however created or constituted within
the executive or legislative branch of the commonwealth or
the governing board or body of any authority established by
the general court to serve a public purpose in the common-
wealth or any part thereof, but shall not include the general
court or the committees or recess commissions thereof, or
bodies of the judidial branch, or any meeting of a quasi-judi-

i or commission held forsthe solé purpose of making
a de®aion required in an adjudicatory proceeding brought
before it, nor shall it include the board of bank incorporation,
the st~'e tax commission and the General Insurance Guar-
anty Fu.d.” .

In the sections governing meetings at the ceunty level,

*governmental body" is defined as:

“{A] county board, commission, committee and subcom-
mittee.” )

In the sections governing meetings at the level of cities,
towns and districts, ‘“ governmental body™ is defined as:

“{E]very board, commission, committee or subcornmittee
of any district, city, region or town, however elected, ap*
pointed or otherwise constituted, and the governing board of
a local heusing, redevelopment or similar authority.”

MICHIGAN

Public Records (1973)

Michigan law offers no specific definition of “open
records,”” but partial definitions are implied in the different
access provisigns: =

*“Any officer having the custody of any county, city or
township records in this state who shall when requested fail
or neglect to furnish proper and reasonable facilities for the
inspection and examination of the records and files in his
office and for making memoranda of transcripts therefrom
duﬁngthe\slmlhxsin&hours,wlﬁchsbaunotbelmﬂla:i
hours per day, to any person having occasion to make

. ination of them for any lawful purpose shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor. . . . - - e

‘A

'/ID"‘ - | '

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

. ministrative orders. . .. )
“This act shall not apply to a meeting which is'a socia® of "
chance gathering or conference not designed to avoid this_
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““The legislature shall provide by law for the keeping of
accounts by all state officials, boards and institutions, and by
all county officials; and shall also provide for the supervision
and audit thereof by competent state authority and for uni-
form reports of all public accounts to such authority. Such
systems of account shall provide for accurate records of all

financial and other transactions and for checks upon all re- *

ceipts and digbursements of all such officials, boards and in-
stitutions; and shall be uniférm- for all similar boards, insti-
tutions and county officials. All public accfunts and the audit
thereof shall be public records and open to inspection. . . . >

*| T |he regifters of deeds in this state shall furnish proper .
and reasonable facilities for the inspection and examination

of the records and files in their respective offices, and for _

making memorandums or transcripts therefrom during the
usual business hours, to all persons having occasionto make
examination of them for any lawful purpose.”

- Public Meetings (1976)

** "Meeting' means the convening of a public body at which *

a quorum is presertt for the purpose of deliberating toward or
rendering a decision on a public policy.

** *‘Public body' means any state or local legislative or
governing body, including a board, commission, committee,
subcommittee, authority, or council, which is empowered by
state constitution, statute, charter, ordinance, resolution, or
rule to exercise governmental or proprietary authority or
perform a goveérnmental or proprietary functidn, or a lessee

- thereof performing an essential public purpose and function

pursuant to the lease agreement.

* ‘Decision’ means a determination, action, vote, or
dispusition u a motion, proposal, recommendation,
resolution, order, ordinance, bill, or measure on which a vote
by members of a public body is required and by which a
publicbody effectuates or formulates public policy. . ... -

*“This act shall not apply to judicial proceedings but shall
apply to a court while exercising rule-making authority and
while deliberating or deciding upon the issuance of ad-

~

act.”

-MINNESOTA

Public Records (1976)

Minnesota 'law includes no separate, formal definition of
““public records” but indicates they shall include: -

“[Wiritten dr printed books, papers, letters, contracts,
documents, maps, plans, and other records made or received
pursuant te law or in connection with the transaction of
public business.”

The law also provides that:

- *All officers and agencies of the state, and all officers and
agencies of the counties, cities and towns, shall make and
keep all records necessary to a full and accurate kngyvlegge
of “heir'official activities.”

These records shal] be public, the law indicates.

Public Meetings (1976)

‘{xcept as otherwise expressly provided by statute, all

-

*

o

o
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meetings, including executive sessions, of any state agency,
board, commission or department when required or per-
mitted by law to
the governing ‘of any school district however organized,
unorganized territory, county, city, town, or other public
body, and of any committee, subcommittee, hoard, depart-
ment or commission thereof, shlllbeopentothepublic.
except meeungsollheboardolpardons and the correetions
board.” .

MISSISSIPPI .

e ‘\

" Public Records ' 1962) -

Under Mississippl law, the provision faor access to
publit records is the statute. that opens chancery eouit
records:

**It shall be the duty of the clerk of the chancery tourt to
whom any written instrument is delivered to be recorded,
andwhnchxspropcrlyreca'dablemhucoumy.torecordthe
same without delay %h a well bound book of good paper . .
together with the acknow tso(proofsandtheccr—

- tificates thereof, andalsotheplatcofmrveys schedules, and

other papers thereto annexed. . .*every person shall have
acoess.atpmpertimes.tosuchbooks,andbewﬁdedto
u’amcriptsfromt.hesamempayingmehwfulfees."

Pubhc‘Meetings (1975)

- *Meeting’ shal meananamnblageofmuﬂhusofa
public body at w official acts may be taken upon a matter
over which the public body has supervision, comtrot,
jurisdiction, or advisory power. - . $e

** ‘Public body" shall mean:~ (i} any executive or ad-
ministrative board, .comsnission, authority, council,

- department, agency, bureau, or any otker

entity, or comnuttee thereof, of the-State of, Mississippi, or
any political sypdivision or municipal corpanuon of the

. state, whether such entify. be created by statute or executive

order, which is supported wholly or in gfart by public funds or
expends public funds, and (ii) any standing, interim or
specm]cunnnt:eeofthehﬁmppllzgislatwe "There shall
of this chapter the
judiciary. including all jury deliberations. public and private
hospital staffs, public and private hospital boards and
commiftees thereof, law enforcement officials, the military,
the state probation and parole board, the workmen’s.com-

—ypensat.on _commission, legrslanve subcomrmittees and .
leglslanvecmfmecammttes. : .

N

_MISSOU.RI

Public Récords and Mweetmgs (1973)

** *Public govbrnmental body,” any eonstitutional or
slaumggovelunenhlmmy.mclmhnganymtebody
agency, board, bureau, commission, comunittee, depart-

'mt.chmon.u’mypohbalsubdlmonoﬂhemtz of any

ial v tal
dehbaaﬁveb@ywﬂertbedn'echondthreeormore
electedorappar&edmberslnnngrnlumkmgorqm
judicial power;

Q : * ‘\

public businessin a meeting, and

* ‘Public meetings,’ any meeting, formal b¢ informal,
nguhr or special, of any public governmental body, at
which Sny public business is dlwusnthdedded or public
policy formulated;

** ‘Public record.’ any record reuined by or ol any public
govenunenul body. . .

MONTANA

Public Records (1895)
'Publicwrmng.sm (1) The written acts or records of the

acts of the authority, of official bodies ardd

tribunals, and of public officers, legislative, judicial. and

executive, whether of this state, of the United States, of a

sister state, orofaforeignconmtry (2) Public.records, kept

- in this state, of private wriungs . All other writings are
privatc * .

Public Meetings (1975)

*“All meetings of public of governmental bodies, boards,

- buftaus, commissions or agencies of the state or any

political subdivisidn of the state, or organization or agencies

in whole or in part by public funds, or expending

public fuhds, at which any-action is taken by such public

body, board, bireau, commission or agency of

the state oranypolihcalsuhdivxsionofﬂnmteshanbeopm
to'the public.”

"NEBRASKA ~ - .

 Public Records (1961) -t

Nebrasks law" offers !orml 'definition of “public
reca'dl, but provides ¢

“Every state, county, orpoliﬂwmbdivmonomw
I'nvugtInmstodyofapubBcrecadorwﬂtingnsbomdto
give any person on demand cel'tiﬁ copy thereof on
payment of the lega! fees ..
h&mdmmm :
“ﬂnsactshanbeliberanyconsu'nedmeranymte

county or political subdivision fiscal records>audit, warrént, -

voucher, invoic~, order, requisition, payrell, check,

recaptorotba'reeu'dofrecapt.m:hore:pehdmmein-
.wolvmgpnbhchmdsnsmvolvedma'derﬂutthecxﬁzmsof
this state shall have ful ri
cess to information on the

toknowot‘ and have full ac--

“Public body shall -meéan (a) governing bodies of all
political subdivisions of the State of Nebraska, (b) governing
bodies of all agencies, now of hereafter created by Con-
stitution, statute, or otherwise. parsuant to law, of the
executive department of the State of Nebraska, (c¢) all in-
dependent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees,

councils, subunits, or any other bodies, now or hereafter

. created by Constitution, statute, or otherwise pursuant to
~ law, (d) all study or advisory committees of the exetutive
departmer:t

2t of the State of Nebraska whether having con-
tinuing existence or appointed as special committees with
limited existence, and(e)admuycammﬁeadmebod:es

.



referrpd to in subdivisions (ar, 1b) and () of thisn sup
divimion. Thus act shall not apply to ssbeommittees of such
bodies unless such subcommittees have been given authority
Yo take formal action on hehalf of their parent body or to
judicaal proceedings, & court or dsther judicial body 1s
excercaung ruleraaking a ty. deliberatifig. or decid.ny
upon the issuance of admirustrative orders. ., T
“The public shall be admitted to 3ll meetings of the State
Board of Fducption excepl to such closed ses<ions as the
bn.nrdma\ dir mlccordumwiththunct
Al meetings of the Board of Regents shall h!‘ to the
public. The board tmy hold cloged sexsions in abcordance
with thicact.’

A ' ‘ ,
NEVADA . N

Public Records (1961)

“All pubuc books and pullic records of state, county. mv
district, “governmental subdivision and quasi- muntmpal
tion officers and offices of this state (and all
denartments thereof ), the contents of which are not other-
-wase declared by law to be confidential, shallbe open ...

Public Meetings (1977)

* '"Meetung’ means the gathering of members of a pubbc
body at which a quorum is préent to deliberate toward a
decision or to make a decision on any roatter over which the
public body has supervision, coatrol, jurisdiction or advisory -
mwcr
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, ‘pablic
body' means any administrative,” advisory, executive or
legislative body of the state or a local government which
- expends or disburses or is in whole or in part by
- tax revenue or which advises or makes recommendations to
any entity whnchexpendsordxsbm'sesorls
whole or in part by tax revenue, incl W
any board. commission, comm:ttee‘ ittee or other
- subsidiary - thereof. ‘Public body' does not include the
legislature of the St.ate of Nevada.”” .

 NEWHAMPSHIRE = ™

Public Records (1975)

New Hampshire law provides no formal definifion of open
records, stating only that “Every citizen . . . has the right to
inspect all public records, indndhgnﬂnntaofmeedngsd
the bodies or agencies. . . .” The law does provide, however,
&a:&cmu:dsdﬁrlmmmwm
disclesure:

(1) grand and petit juries; (1I) paroleand pardon boards:
(ITI personal school records of pupils; (IV) records per-
taifing to internal personnel practices. confidential, com-
mercial, or fimancial ipformation, personnel, medical,
welfare, andotherﬁleswmsed:sclwurewwldconsmute
invasisn of privacy.”

Public Meetings (1977)

“The term ‘pubbc proceedings’ as used in this dupter
means the transaction of any functions affecting any or all
citizens of the state by any of the following:

“I. The general court including executive sessions of
committees;

“I1. The governor's council :

12
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“JII. Any board .ot comumussion of any state agency or
authority

“IV. Any board, commission, agency oc authority, of any
county, town, municipal corporation, school district, or other
political subdivision, or any committee, subcommittee or
subordinate body thereof, or advisory committee thereto.

“For the purpose of this section, a ‘meeting’ shall mean the
convening of a quorum of the membership of a public body.
as provided (above) . . . to discuss or act upon a matter or
matters over which the pubbc body has supemston. control,
jurisdiction or advisory power.’ ”~

-

' NEW JERSEY

Public Records (1973)

“[A]ll records which are required by law to be made,
maintained or kept on file by any board., body, agency.
department, commission or official of the State or of any
political subdivision thereof or by any public board, body,
commission or authority created pursuant to law by the State
or any of its political subdivisions, or by any official acting
for or on behalf thereof . shall forthepurposesoﬂhlsact
bedeemedtobepubhcrecords v

Public Meetings (1975)

“ "Meeting’ means and includes any gathering whether -
corporeal or by means of communication equipment, ch
is attended by, or ogien to, all of the members of a
body, held with the intent, onthepurtdtbemembersdﬂle
body present, to discuss or act as a unit upon the specific -
public business of that body. Meeting does not mean or in-
clude any such gathering (1) attended by less than an ef-
fective majority of the members of a public body, or (2)
attehded by or open ta all the members of three or more
mmhrpuﬂacbodnaatacmv;nﬂonormhrpthenm

‘Public body’ means a commission, authority, board,
council, committee or any other group of two or more per-
sons organized under the laws of this State, and collectively
empowered as a voting body to perform a public govern-
mental function affecting rights, duties, obligations,
mvﬂega.bemﬁs or other relations of any person, or

authorized to spend public funds including the
Legislature, but does not mean or include the judicial branch
of the government, any grand or petit jury, any parole board
or any agency or body acting in a parole capacity, the State
tion or any political party com-
mittee organized under Title 19 of the Revised Statutes.
relate in any way, directly or indirectly, to the performance
of the public body’s functions or the conduct of its business.”

NEW MEXICO
Public Meetings (1974)

““All meetings of a quorum of members of any board, .
commission or other policy-making body of any state agency,
or any agency or authority of any county, municipality,
dlst'lctqranypoliucalsubtivxmheldfortbepm‘pwed
formufating public policy, discussing public business or for
ﬁaeptwposeoftahnganyachonwiﬂmﬂneauﬂmtydwthe
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delegated authority of such board\ commissidn or other
poiicv-making body, are declared to be public meetings open
to'wie public at ail times, except as otherwise provided in the
constitution or the provisions of thisact. . ..

“The provisions of this section shall not apply to ad-
judicatory or personnel matters nor to meetings pertaining
to issuance, suspension, renewal or revocation of a license,
nor meetings-of grand juries. . . .

**All meetings of a quorumn of members of any committee
or policy-making body of the state legislature held for the
purpose of disrissing public business or for the purpose of
taking an§ action within the authority of or the delegated
authority of such committee or body are declared to be public
meetings open to the public at all times. . . .

“For the purposes of this section, ‘meeting’ means a-

gathering of the members called by che presiding officer of a
standing committee.”

Public Records (1975)

** ‘Public records’ means ail books, papers, _ maps,
photographs or other documentary materials, regardless of
physical form or characteristics, made or received by any

-agency in pursuance of law or in connection with the trans-
action of public business and preserved, or appropriate for
-preservation, by the agency or itslegitimate successor as
evidence. of the organization, functions, policies, decisivuns,
procedures, operations or other activities of the government,
ofbecause of the informational and historical value of data
contained therein. Library or museum material of the state
library, state institutions and state museums, extra copies of
‘documents-preserved enly for convenience of reference, and
stocks of publications and processed documents are not in-

cluded: ' ‘ .
** *Agency’ meaas any state agency, department, bureau,

- koard, commrission, institution or other organization of the
- state government, the territorial government and the-

r
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IText Provided by ERIC

- Spanish and 1\./Iexican soveramerits in New Mexico. . . ."”
NEWYORK
Public Records (1977)

* ‘Recor”’ means any information kept, held, filed,
produced or reproduced by, with or for an agency or the state
legislature, in any physical form whatsoever including, but
not lLimited to, reports, staivimchts,

pamphlets, forms, papers, designs, drawings, maps, photos,
letters, microfilms, computer tapes or discs, rules, regula-
tions or codes. )

" ‘Agency’ means any state or municipal department,

" board, bureau, division, commission, committee. public.
. authority, public corporation, council, office or other

governmental entity performinig "a governmental or
oprietary function for the state or any one or more
%ﬁnicipalities thereof, except the judiciary or the-state

- legislature.”

Public Meetings (1976)

* ‘Meeting” means thé form_ﬁl convening-of a public body

- forthe purpose of officially transacting public business.

_ ** ‘Public, body’ means any ontity, for which a quorum is

RIC

P
-

‘examinations, .
. memoranda, opinions, folders, files, books, manuals, :

required in order to transact public business and which
consists of two ¢r more members, performing a govern-
m:2utal functioa for the state or for an agency or department
thereof, or for a public corporaulon as defined in section
sixty-six of the general construction law.”

NORTH CAROLINA
Public Records (1975)

** *[Plublic records’ shall mecan all documents, papers,
letters, maps, books, photographs, films, sound recording,
magnetic or other tapes, electronic data-processing records,

- artifacts, or other documentary material, regardless of

physical form or characteristics, made or received pursuant
to law or ordinance in connection with the transaction of
publi?t,_business by any agency of North Carolina government
or its subdivisions. Agency of North Carolina government or
its subdivisicns shall mean and include every p.blic office,

* public officer or official (State or local,, electe’ or ap-

pointed). institution, board, commission, bureau, ¢ounéil,
department, authority or other, unit of government of the
State or Jf any county, unit, special district or other political
subdivision of government.”

.Public Meetings (1978)

‘ ‘Official meeting’ means any meeting, assembly, or
gathering together at any time or place of a majority of the
members of a public body for the purpose of conducting
hearings, participating in deliberations, or voting upon or
otherwise transacting the public business within the
jurisdiction, real or apparent, of the publi¢ body; provided,
however, a social meeting or other informal assembly or
gathering together of the members of a public budy does not
constitute an official meeting unless called or held to evade
the spirit and purposes of this Article. o

‘“As used in this Article, ‘public body’ ni
noard, commission, committee, council, g

corporations in the State that is composed of two or morg, *
membersand . . -

*(1r exercises or is authorized to exercise any legislative,
policy-m-.king, quasi-judicial, administrative, or advisory
function; and "~ . ®

*“(2) is established by (i) the'State Constitution, (ii) an act
or resolution of the General’ Assembly, (iii) a resolution or
order of a State-agency, pursuant to a statutory procedure
under which the agency establishes a political subdivision or
public ‘corporation, (iv) an ordinance, resolution, or other
action of the governing board of one or more counties, cities,
school administrative units, or other political subdivisions or
public corporations, or (v) an Executive Order of the
Governor or formal attion of the head of a principal State
office or department, as defined in G.S. 143A-11 and G.S. -
143B-6, or of a division thereof. :

“In 3ddition, ‘public body’ mea committee of a public

body and the governing board”of a ‘public hespital, as . .

defined in G.S. 159-39. This provision shall not apply to
committees which are.not policy making bodies of public
hospitals. ,

‘ ‘Public_body’ does not include and shall not be construed
to include mectings among the professional staff of a-public
body, Laless the staff members have been appointed to and

“are rneeting as an authority, board, commission, committee,

council, or other body established by cne of the methods

.listed in subdivision . . . (2) of this section.” . .

13



NORTH pAKOTA
Public Records (1957)

“Except as otherwise specxfually prowded by law, all/

records of public or governmental tadies, boards, bureaus,

. commissions or agencies of the state or any political sub-
division of the st2le, or organizatiors or agencies supported
in whole or ir part by pubhc funds, or expending public funds
shall be public records. .

Public Meetings (1977)

“Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, all
meetings of public or governmental bodies, boards, bureaus.
~ommissions, or agencies of the state or any political sub-
dwvision o. the state, or organizations or agencies supported
in whole or in part By public funds, or expending public funds,
shall be open to the public.”

OHIO ;
Public Records (1965)

“AS used in this section, ‘public record’ means any record
required to be kept by any,governmental unit, including, but
not limit3a to, state, county, city, village, towns ip, and
school digtrict units, €.:~ept records pertaining to physical or
psychiatric examinations, adoption, probation, and parole
proceedings, and records the release of which is prohibited
by state or federal law.”

Public Meetings (1975)

** ‘Meeting’ means any prearranged discussion of the
public business of the public body by a majority of its
members

* *Public body’ mieans any board, commission, comrmtfee
or similar decision-making body of a state agency, in-
stitution, or authority, and any legislative authority or boacd,
commission, committee, agency, authority, or sirnilar
decision-making body of any county, township, municipal
corporation, school dxstnct or other political subdivision or
local publig institution.”

OKLAHOMA
Public Records (1972)

Oklahoma law provides no definition of “public records”
but states:

*‘It is hereby made the duty of every public official of t.he

State'of Oklahoma, and its subdivisions, who are required by

law to keep public recorcs pertaining to their said offices, to
- keep the same open for public inspection for proper purposes,

at proper times and in pmper mannet, to the citizens and
" taxpayers of this State

Public Meetings (1977)

* ‘Meeting’ means the conducting of business of a public
body by a majority of its members being personally together.
© * ‘Public body’ means the governing bodies of - all
municipalities located within the State of Oklahoma, boards
of county commissioners of the counties in the State of
Oklaho.na, boards of public and higher education in the State
of Oklahoma arid all boards, bureaus, cornmissions, agen- -

" cies, trusteeships, authorm&s councils, committees; public

EKC
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" Public Records (1957)
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trusts, task forces or study groups in the State of Dklahoma
supported ir whole or in part by public funds or entrusted
with the expending of public funds, or administering public
property, and shall include all committees or subcommittees
of any public body. It shall not mean the state judiciary or the
Siate Legislature or administrative staffs of public bodies,
including, but ..ot limited to, faculty meetings and athletic
staff'meetings of institutions of higher education, when said
staffs ax; not meeting with the public body.”

OREGON -
Public Records (1973)

“ ‘Public record’ includes any writing containihg in-
formation relating to the cohduct of the publié’s business,

- prepared, owned, ured or retained by a public body regard-

less of physical form or characteristics.

“ ‘Writing’ means handwriting, typewriting, printing,
photostating, photographing and every means of recording,
including letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols, or
combination thereof, and all papers, maps, magnetic or
paper tapes, photographic films and prints, magnetic or
punched cards, discs, drums, or other documents. . . .

‘ ‘Public body’ includes every state officer, agency,
department, division, bureau, board and commission ; every
county” and city' governing body, school district, .special

- district, mumc1pal corporation, and any board, department,

commission, council, or agency thereof; and any other public
agency of this state.

“ ‘State agency’ includes every state officer, agency,
department, division, bureau, board and commission.””

Public Meetings (1973)

‘ ‘Meeting’ means the convening of a governing body of a
public body for which a quorum is required in order to make
a decision or to deliberate toward a decision or: any matter.
Meeting does not include ar:y on-site inspectior: of uny project
or program.

*“ ‘Public body’ means the state, any regional council,
county, city or district, or any municipal or public cor-
poration, or any board, department, commission, council,

*-bureau, committee or subcommittee or advisory group or

any other agency thereof.

*“ ‘Governing body’ means the members of any public body
which consists of two or more ‘members, with the authority to
make decisions for or recommendations to a public body on
policy or administration. _

* ‘Decision’ means any determination, actxon vote or final.
disposition upon a motion, proposal, resolutlon order, or-
dinance or measy. 2onwhicha vote of a governing body is re-
quired, at any meeting at which a quorum is present.”

PENNSYLVANIA

“ ‘Pubhc record.” Any account, voucher or contract
dealing with the receipt or disbursement of funds by an
agency ¢r its acquisition, use or disposal of services or of
supplies, materials, equipment or other property and any
Tute o:der or decision by ar: agency fixing the personal or

~ -

. «
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property rights, privileges, immunities. duties or obhgatxons‘

of any person or group of persons: Provided, that the term
pubhc Fecords’ shall not- mean any report, communication
or other papers, the publication of which would disclose the

- institution, progress or resuit of an investigation undertaken

by an agency in the performance of its official duties or any
record, document, material, exhibit, pleading, report,
memorandum or other paper, access to or the publication of
which is prohibited, restricted or forbidder-by statute law or
order or decree of court, or which would operate to the
prejudice or impairment of a person’s reputation or personal
security, or which would result in the loss by the Com-
monwealth or any of its political subdivisions or commissions
or State or municipal authorities of Federal funds, excepting

therefrom however the records of any conviction for any _

crumnal act. .
"Agency.’ Any ‘department, board or comunission of the

executive branch of the Commonwealth, any political sub-’
division of the Commonwealth, the Pennsylvania Turnpike .

Commmission, or any State or municipal authority or similar
orgaxﬁzatidn created by or pursuant to a statute wh'ch
declares in substance that such organization performs or has
for its purpose the performance of an essential governmental
function.”

. -Public Me=etings (1974) .

Pennsyl\ :nia law provides that “meetings or hearings of
overy agency at which formal action is scheduled or taken
are public meetings.....” The law offers no further
definition of ‘‘meeting” but defines ‘““agency’’ and “‘formal
act:on as follows: -~

- "Agency’ means any branc'u department ~ boa.,
authority or commission of the Commonwsgalth of Penn-
sylvania. any political subdivision of the Commonwealth, or
any State, municipal, township or school authority, school

board, school governing body, commission, the board of .

trustees of all State-aided colleges and unive.sities, the
board of trustees of all State-owned znd State-related
colleges and universities and all community colleges, or
similar organization created by or pursuant to a statute
which declares in substance that the organization performs

~or has for its purpose the performance of an essential

governmental fur 'on: Provided, That the term ‘agency’
shall include the General Assembly,‘or any State depart-
ment, board, authority or commission to include the
Governor's cabinet when meetmg~on vfficial pelicy making
business. ’

‘ ‘Formal action’ means_the takmg of any vote on any
resolution, rule, order, motion, regulation or ordinance or the

- setting of any official policy. Meetings, pre-trial conferences,

hearings, and formal action by the judiciary or judicial

. branch shall not be subject to the provisions of thisact. . . .

“For the purpose of this act, meetings of the Legislature

. which are covered are as follows: all meetings of committees

where bills are considered, all hearings where testimony is
taken, all sessions of the House of Representatives and the

“Senate. Not mcluded in the intent of this act are party

CHU"‘HSCS

RHODE ISLAND

Public Records
Rhode Island has no public records law. -
, . -

. bg...keptavailableandopen.. S

Publi¢ Meetings (1976)

** ‘Mceting’ means the convening of a pubtic body to for-
mally discuss and act upon a matter over which the public
body has supervision, control, jurisdjction or advisory -
power.

* 'Public body’ means any department, agency, com-
riission, corzmittee, board or council or any subdivision
thereof of the executive or legislative branch of state or
municipal government. For purposes of this Section, any
political party, organization or unit thereof meeting or
convening for any purpose, is not and should not be con-
side/t"ed to be a public body.”

SOUTH CAROCLINA

Public Records and Meetings (1978)

“‘Public record’ includes all books papers, maps,
photographs, cards, tapes, recordings or other documentary
materials regardless of physical form or characteristics
prepared, owned. used, in the possession of or retained by a

public body. Records such as income tax returns, medical
records, hospxtal medical staff reports, scholastic records,
adoptxon records and other records which by law are
requred to ‘be closed to the public shall not be deemed to be
made open to the public under the provisions of this act nor
shail the definition of public records include those records
concerning which the public body, by favorable public vote of
three-fourths of the membership taken within fifteen working
days after recexpt of written reoauest, concludes that the: -
public interest is best served by. not disclosing them:
Provided, however, nothing herein shall authorize or require
the disclosure of Trecords of the Board of Financial ‘In-
stitutions pertaining to applications and surveys for charters
and branches of banks and savings and loan associations or
surveys and examinatisns of such institations required to be
made by law.

‘ ‘Meeting’ means the ¢onvening of a quorum of the
constituent membership of a public body, whether corporal
or by means of electrenic equipment, to discuss or act upon a
matter over which the public body has supervision, control,
jurisdiction or advisory power.

“-‘Public body’ means any department of. the S iny
state board, commission, agency and authority, any pu c or
governmental body or political subdivision of the State, in-
cluding counties, municipalities, townships, school districts
and special purpose dist:icts, or any organization, cor-
poration or agency supported in whole or in part by pubhc
funds or expending public funds and includes any quas:-
governmental body of the State and its political subdivisions,
including, without limitation, s:ch bodies as the South
Carolina Public Service Authority and the South Carolina
State Ports Autherity.

“ ‘Person’ includes any individual, corporatxon, part-
nership, firm, organization or association.”

SOUTH DAKOTA
Public Records (1935) ‘

“In every case where the keeping of a record or the
preservation of a document or other instrument is required of
an officer or public sérvant under the laws of this state, such
record, document, or _other instrument ' shall



Public Meetings (19&5)

“Except as otherwise provided®by law, the official

meetings of the state and the political subdivisions thereof,
including all related beards, commissions and other agen-
cies, and the official meetings of boards, commissions and
agencies created by statute or which are nontaxpaying and
derive a source of revenue directly from public funds, shall
be open to the public, except as herein provided.” °

TENNESSEE

Public Records (1975)

" "Public record’ or ‘public records’ shall mean all
documents, papers, letiers, map,, books, photographs,
microfilms, electronic data processing output, films, sound
recordings, or other material regardless of physical form or
characteristics mdde or received pursuant to law or or-
dinance or in Connection with the transaction of official
business by any governmental agency.”

Public Meetingi (1974)

** ‘Meeting” means the convening of a governing body of a
public body for which a quorum is required in order to make
a decision or to deliberate toward a decision on any matter.

\

Meeting does not include any on site inspection of any project

or program. : .
*‘Nothing in this section shall be construed as to require a

chance meeting of two (2) or more members of a public body

to be considered a public meeting. No such chance meetings,
. informal assemblages, or electronic communication shall be
. used to decide or deliberate public business in circumvention
of the spirit or requirements of this chapter. -

** ‘Governing body’ means the members of any public body
which consists of two or more members, with the authority to
make decisions for or recommendations to a public body on
policy or administration.” ’

TEXAS
Public Records (1973)

** ‘Public records’ means the portion of all documientd) .

writings, letters, memoranda, or.other %zﬁften, printed,
typed, copied, or developed materials which ¢ontains public
inforration.

. “All information colleéted, assembled, or maintained by

governmental bodies pursuart to law or ordinance or in
connection with the transaction of cfficial business is public
information.-. . . " .

" ‘Governmental body’ means:

*‘(A) "any board, commission, department, committee,

institution, agency, or office within the executive or -

legislative branch of"the .state government, or which is
created by either the executive or legislative branch & the
state government, and which is under the direction of one or
more elected or appointed members; . )

*(B) the commissioners court of each county and the city
council or governing body of each city in the state; -

*“(C) every deliberative body having rulemaking or quasi-
judicial power and classified as a department, agency, or
political subdivision of a county or city; - -

‘(D) the board of trustees of every school district, and
every county board of 3chool trustees and county board of
education: ’ .

4
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““(E) the governing board of every special district;

*(F) the part, section, or portion of every organization,
corporation, comrnission, committee, institution, or agency
which is supported in whole or in part by public funds, or

" which expends public funds. Public funds as used herein shall
mean funds of the State of Texas or any governmental
subdivision thereof;

*(G) the Judiciary is not included within this definition.”

_ Public Meetings (1977)

* ‘Meetings’. means any deliberation between a quorum of
members of a governmental body at which any public
business or public policy over which the governmental body

_has supervision or control is discussed or considered, or at
~ which any formal action is taken. It shall not be_construed
that the intent of this definition is to prohibit the gathering of
members of the governmental body in numbers of a quorum
or more for social functions unrelated to the public business
which is conducted by the body or for attendance of rkgional,

State, or national conventions or workshops-as long as no

formal action is taken and there is no deliberation of public
business which will appear on the agenda of the respective

. tx)dy_ .

‘ ‘Deliberation’ means a verbal exchange between a
quorum of members.of a governmental body attempting to
arrive at a decision on any public business. ' )

* ‘Governmenta! body’ means any board, commission,
department, committee, or agency within the executive or
legislative department of the state, which is under the

"direction of one or more elected or appointed members; and
every Commissioners Court and city council in the state, and
every deliberative body having rule-making or quasi-judicial
power and classified as a department, agency, or political
subdivision of a county or city; and the board of trustees of
every. school district, and -every county board of school
trustees and county board of education; and the governing
board of every special -district heretofore or hereafter
created by law.” '

UTAH

‘Public Records (1951) - -
Utah law offers only a vague definition of “public

writing,” stating: _ )

~ .

“Public writings are, divided into four classes: (1) laws;
(2) judicial records; (3) other official documents; (4) public
Tecords, kept in this state,.of private writings, which such
records may be made by handwriting, typewriting, or as a
photostatic, microphotographic, photographic, or similar
reproduction of such private writings. . . .

“Every citizen has a right to inspect and take 2 copy of any
public writing of this state except as otherwise expressly
providedby statute.” .

Public Meetings (1978)

‘ ‘Meeting’ means the convening of a public body, with a
quorum presert, whether corporal or by means of electronic
equipment, for the purpose of discussing“or acting upon a
matter over which the public body has jurisdiction or ad-
visory power. This chapter shall not apply to chance

. meetings. ‘Convening,” as used in this subsectior) is defined

[
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to mean the calling of a meeting of a public body by a person
or persons authorized to do so for the express purpose of
discussing or acting upon a subject over which such public
body has jurisdiction.

‘Public body’ means any admlmstratxve advisory,
executive or legislative body of the state or its political
subdivisions which consists of two or more persons that
expends, disburses or is supported in whole or in part by tax
revenue and which is vested with the authority to make
decisions regarding the public’s business. ‘Public body”’ does
not include any political party, group or caucus or rules or
shlfung committees of the legislature. .

**This chapter shall not apply to any chance meeting or a
social meeting. No chance meeting or social meeting shall be
used to circumvent this chapter.”

VERMONT
Public Records (1975)

* [ PJublic record’ or ‘public document’ means 2\l papers,

correspondence, staff reports, individual salarie., salary
schedules or any other written or recorded matters‘produced
. oracquired in'the course of agency business. .

“A pubhc agency is any agency, board department,
commission, committee, branch or authority of the state or
any agency, board, committee, department, branch, com-
mission or-authority of any political subdivision of the state,
including private schools desxgnated as public schools under
sectlon 827.of Title 16

Public Meetmgs (1973)

~All meetmgs of any board or comrmission of any state
agency or authority or of any agency or authority of any
“town, county, municipal corporation, school district, or any
other political subdivision, or of any comrmittee of ary ‘of the
foregoing boards or commissions, are declared to be public

meetings. .
“ Nothmg m this section or in section 313 of this title shall be

construed as extending to the judicial branch of the govern- -

ment of Vermont or of any part of the same; nor shall it
extend -to the deliberations of any commission,-board, or

council acting in a judicial or quasi-judicial capacxty nor .
shall anything in this section be construed to require the -

making public of any proceedings, records, or acts which are

specifically made’ confidential by the laws of the Umted'

-States of America or of this state. .
“The Senate and House of Representatlves in exerclsmg
- the power to make their own rules conferred by Chapter II of
the Vermont_ Coristitution, .shall be governed by -the
provisions of this section in regulating the admission of the
public a5 provided in Chapter II, section 8 of the Con-
_ stitution.” \

VIRGINIA
Public Records and Meetings (1978)

‘‘(a) ‘Meeting’ or ‘meetings’ means the meetings, when
sitting as a body or entity, or as an informal assemblage of
the constituent membership, whenever held, with or without
mmutas being taken, whether or not votes are cast, or any

legislative body, authority, board, bureau, commission,
district or agency of the State or of any political subdivision .
of the State, including cities, towns and counties; municipal
councils, governing bodies of counties, school boards and
planning commissions; and other organizations, cor-
- porations or agencies in_the State, supported wholly or-
principally by public funds. The notice provisions of this
chapter shall not apply to the said informal meetings or
gatherings of the members of the General Assermbly. Nothing -
in this chapter shall be construed to make. unlawful the
gathering or attendancr: of tw¢ or more members of a body or
entity at any place or-function where no part of the purpose of
such gathering or attendance i3 the discussion or transaction
of any public business, and such gathering or attendance was
not called or prearranged with any purpose of discussing or
transacting any business of the body or entity.

“(b) ‘Official records’ means all written or printed books,

-papers, letters, documents, maps and tapes, photographs,

films, sound recordings, reports or other matertal, regard-
tess of physical form or characteristics, prepared, owned,
or in the possession of a public body in the transactmn of
public business.

“(c) ‘Executive meeting’ or ‘closed meeting’ means a
meeting from which the public is excluded.

**(d) ‘Opén meeting’ or ‘public meeting’ means-a meetmg
at which the public may be present..

‘“(e) ‘Public body’ shall mean any of the groups, agencies
or organizations enumerated in (a) of this section.

*““The provisions of this chapter shall not be applicable to:

“(1) Boards of visitors or trustees of State-supported in-
stitutions of higher education. .

“(2) Parole boards; petit Junes grand juries; and the

'Virginia State Crime Commuission.”

~ WASHINGTON
" Public Records (1977) -

“ ‘Public record’ includes any writing containing in-
formation relating to the conduct of government or the
. performance of any governmental or proprietary function -
" prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local
agency regardless of physical form or characteristies, ©

‘“ ‘Writing’ means handwriting, typewriting, printing,
photostating,- photographing, and every other means of
recording any form of communication or representatien,
including letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols, or

" combination thereof, and all papers, maps, magnetic or

paper tapes, photographic films and prints, magnetic or
punched cards, discs, drums, andother documments.

‘“ ‘Agency’ includes ali state agencies and all local agen—
cies. ‘State agency’ includes every state office, department,
division, bureau, board, commission, or other state agency.
‘Local agency’ includes every county, city, town, municipal

N scorporation, quasi-municipal corporation, or special purpose

district, or any office, department, division, bureau, board,
comrmsswn or agency thereof, or other local public

agency.”

Public Meetlngs ( 1971)

‘ ‘Meeting’ meansmeetmgs at which acﬁon is taken.

‘* ‘Public agency’ means:

“(a) Any state board, commission, committee, depart-
ment, educational institution or other state agency which is -

. created by or pursuant to statute, other than courts and the
1°gxslature .




**(b) Any county, city, school district, Special purpose
district or other municipal corporation or political sub-
dwnsxon of the state of Washington:

**(c) Any subagency of a public agency which is created by
or pursuant to statute, ordinance or other legislative act,
including but not-hrmted to planning commissions, library or
park boards, and other boards, ions and agencies.
© " ‘Governing bndy’ means the’ multimember board,
commission, committee, council or other policy or rule-
maxing body of a public agency.

“ *Action’ means the transaction of the official business of
apublic agency b¥ a governing body including but not limited
to a collective decision made by a majority of the members of
a governing body, a collective commitment ¢r promise by a
majority of the members of a governing body to make a
positive or negative decision, or an actual vote by a majority

-of thermembers of a governing body when sitting as a body or
entity, upon. a motion, proposal, resolution, order, or or-
dinan

ce.”’
rie

WEST VIRGINIA

Public Records (1977) - e

= * ‘Public record’ includes any writing containing in-
formation relating to the conduct of the public’s busiress,
prepared, owned and retained by a public body.

*‘Writing” includes any books, papers, maps,

LN

photographs, cards, tapes, recordings or other documentary_ :\

materials regardless of physical form or characteristics. .

‘ ‘Public body’ means every state officer; agency,
department, including the executive, legislative and judicial
departments, division, bureau, board and commission;

- every county afid city governing body, school district, special
district, municipal corporation, and any board, department,
commission, council or agency thereof; and.any other body
which is created by state or local authority or wluch is
mmarﬂy funded by the state or local authonty .

Public Meetings (1978)

" * ‘Meeting’ means the conveni
public body for which a qu
a decision or to deli _
but such term do€S not -include (a) any meeting for the®
- purpose of makmg an adjudicatory decision in any quasi- -
judicial, administrative or court of claims proceeding, (b)
any on-site inspection of any project or program, or (c) any
political party caucus.

of a governing body of a
uired 1n ordes$o make

rate toward a decision on-any matter, -

“ ‘Public body’ means any executive, legxslatlve or ad— '

ministrative body or agency of this State or any pohtlcal
) subdivision, or any commission, board, -council, -bureau,
. committee or subcommittee-or any other agency of any of the

. foregoing, and such term shall not be construed to mclude the

judicial branchof government, state or local. .

** *‘Governing body’ means the members of any public body
having the authority to make decisions for or recom-
mendations to a public body on pelicy or.administration, the

membership of which governing body conmsts of two or more - '

members. .

 +Political subdivision’ means any county, county board of
education or municipality or any otheGCohtlcal subdivision
of thlsState

* *Decision’ means any determination, action, vote or ﬁnal

disposition. of a motion, proposal, resolutlon order, or-
dmanceormeasureonwh.chavoteofthegovermngbodyls
required at anymeetmgat which'a quorum is present. . :

\‘l

-
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PUBLI¢ RECORDS AND PUBLIC MEETINGS
WISCONSIN =~ :

Public Records (1917)

*“‘Public records for the purposes of this section are defined
as all records, docuiments, correspondence, original papers,
files, manuscripts, or other materials bearing upon:the ac-
tivities and functions of the department cr agencﬁ?ts of-
ficers or employees.”

Public Meetmgs (1976)

*‘ ‘Meeting” means the convening of members of a
governmental body for the purpdSe of exercising the
-responsibilities, authority, power or duties delegated to or

" vested in the body. If one-half or more of the munbers of a

governmental body are present, the meetmg is rebuttably
presumed to be for the purpose of exercising the respon-
sibilities, authority, power or duties delegated to or vested in
_the body The term does not include any social or chance
gathenng or conference which is not mtended to avoid this
sul
o ‘Goverr'mnental body’ means a state or local agency,
board, commjssion, committee, councii, department ‘or
ubhc body corparate and pohtlc created by constitution, .
statute ,ordinance, rule or order; a governmental or quasi-
governmental corporation; or a formally censtituted subunit
of any of the foregoing, but excludes any such body gr
committee or subunit of such body which is formed for or
meetmg for the purpose of collective bargammg .-

WYOMING

Pubhc Rccords (1971)

“The term ‘public records’ when not otherw:se specified
-shall include any paper, correspondence, form, 'book, :
- photograph, photostat, film, microfilm, sound recording,

map, drawing, or other document, regardless of physical
form or characteristics, and including all copies thereof, that -
have been made by theState of Wyoming and any counties,
mnmcxpahtla and political subdivisions thereof and any
agencies of the State of Wyoming, counties, municipalities,
and political subdivisions thereof, or received by them in
cennection with the transaction of public pusmess, except
those privileged or confidential by law. ~ -

- “Public records shall be classified as follows:

“(A) The term ‘official public records’ shall include all
original vouchers, receipts, and other docurrents necessary
1o isolate and prove the validity of every transaction relating

-,to the receipt, use and disposition of all public property and.
public income from all sources whatsoever; all agreements
and contracts to which the State of Wyommg or any agency:
or subdivision thereof may be party; all fidelity, surety and -
performance bonds; all claims filed against the State of
Wyoming or any agency or subdivision thereof; all records or
documents required by law to be filed with or kept by any

) -.agency or the State of Wyoming; and all other documentsor .
recordsdetermmedbytherecordscommxtteetobeofﬁclal-_

public records.

“*(B) The term ‘office files and memoranda’ shall include
all records, correspondence, exhibits, books, booxklets,
drawings, maps, blank forms, or documents ‘not above_

Q}.
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defined and classified as official public records; all duplicate
copies of official public records filed with any agency of the
State of Wyoming or subdivision thereof; all documents.and
reports 1nade for the internal administration of the office to
which they pertain but not required by law to be filed or kept
_with such agency; and ail other documents or records,
determined by the records committee to be office files and
memoranda.

*‘The term ‘writings’ means and includes all books papers,
maps, photographs, cards, tapes, recordings or other
documentary materials, regardiess of physical forn or
characteristics.

**The term ‘political subdivision’ means and includes every

county, city and county, city, incorporated and unin-

P.1S.

corporated town, school district and special' district within
the state.”

' Public Meetings (1973)

‘¢ ‘Meeting’ means an assembly of the govemmg body of ant
agency at which action is taken;
¢ ‘Action’ means the transactlon of official business of an

agency including a collective decision of a governing body, a

"collective commitment or promise by a governing body to
' make a positive or negative decision, or an actual vote by a

governing body upon a motion, proposal, resolution,
regulation, rule, order or ordinance;

‘“ ‘Agency’ means any authority, bureau, board, com-
mission, committee, or subagency of the state, a county, a _
municipality or other political subdivision which is created
by or pursuant to the. Wyoming constitution, statute, or or-

dinance, other than the state legislature and the judiciary.”



